
Mass Migration in the 1800s       Guided Notes 

Instructions 

 

 You will be expected to fill this entire packet out during the lecture.  

 I will allow time for thought and reflection on some of the questions where necessary so 

don’t worry too much about rushing through the questions.  

 Each slide of the presentation will let you know which section you should be working on and 

when to fill in the “Pause to Think” boxes in each section.  

 Do not go ahead of the slides. 

 You have to write in complete sentences unless it is a fill-in-the-blank question or a list.  

 If you have any questions or need me to review anything, let me know right away! 

 This will be due at the end of the lesson!  

 It will be graded for accuracy and completeness.  
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Section 1: Daily Warm-Up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List all of your observations about Figure 1: 

Figure 2 

List all of your observations about Figure 2: 

What change(s) in history are Figures 1 and 2 depicting? 

Figure 1 
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Section 2: Causes of Mass Emigration from Ireland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ____________ made conditions in Ireland 

even more unlivable than before.  

How many Irish died as a result?      

______________________________________ 

 

How many immigrated to the US as a result? 

______________________________________ 

Besides the famine, what other factor 

contributed to immigration to the US? 

_____________________________________ 

Do you think the Irish would have fled to the 

US even if there had been no famine? Why? 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________ 

Rich landlords were not sympathetic to 

the hardships the Irish faced during the 

famine. If poor peasants couldn’t pay 

their landlords, then they would 

____________ them.  

What happened to the 

population of Ireland 

during and after the 

famine? 

______________________

____ 

 

How might the population change have affected Ireland’s 

economy? Would it have increased immigration? Why?  

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Pause to Think 
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Section 3: Causes of Mass Emigration from Germany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pause to Think 

What was the name of the group that started 

the revolution in Germany? 

_____________________________________ 

Before 1848, Germany was split into 

________________________________. 

List the three main reasons that Germans immigrated to America in 

the mid-1800s. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

If you were a nationalist in Germany, would 

you have fled after the Revolution of 1848? 

Give at least 2 reasons, why or why not. 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________ 

Compare and Contrast the different causes of Irish 

immigration to America and German immigration to 

America. 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

_________ 
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Section 4: Where They Settled and How They Lived 

          The Irish      The Germans 

 

 

 

 

 

  Pause to Think 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most Irish settled in 

big cities in:  

________________, 

________________, 

________________. 

Why were Irish immigrants not 

well-received? 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

Name 3 cities that German 

immigrants settled in: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Besides living in cities, 

where else did German 

immigrants settle and why? 

______________________

______________________

______________________ 

In your own words, 

write a sentence 

using the word 

tenement: 

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________ 

What do you think it 

would be like to live 

in a tenement? 

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

__________ 

Compare/Contrast 

the level of wealth 

between Irish and 

German immigrants: 

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________ 

What kind of jobs 

did German 

immigrants have? 

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________ 
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Section 5: Effects of Immigration on American Life 

 

Immigration to the US 

What is the significance of the Know-Nothing Party on 

political life for immigrants? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Aside from religion, which was discussed earlier, why did 

nativists arise?  

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Define what it meant to be a part of the new middle class: 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Name at least 4 negative effects of urbanization: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Are the effects of immigration then, similar or different to the effects of 

immigration today? Give specific examples. _______________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

Pause to Think 


